
First Time Adventure Racer Has Great 
First Experience
The Eco-Challenge came and went. When we will see 
another race in this series (if ever) is still in question. 
Primal Quest is in limbo and the RAID series in Europe 
has been reformatted to cost less meaning less exposure
and less award money. Adventure Sports Magazine, a 
publication dedicated to covering the sport of adventure 
racing was unable to generate sufficient revenues to support a complete 
magazine. It no longer exists. 

Is adventure racing a flash in the pan? Compared with other mainstream 
adventure sports, this is a legitimate question. Fortunately, the answer is no. 

While amateur athletes in other sports chase icons (think Lance Armstrong, 
Tiger Woods and Shaun White), adventure racers are competing not for 
mainstream appeal, but to prove something to themselves. Pain is progress 
and how much you can endure over a period of time is exactly what 
adventure racers explore with each new challenge. This is what makes 
adventure racing cool. The sport inherently weeds out the weaklings.

Jay Getzel, sales and service manager at C.A.M.P. USA recently competed
in his first ever adventure race. Below is a brief statement from him talking
about his experience, the value he found in racing and the relevance of
adventure racing for a multi-sport adventurer like himself …

Adventure Xstream Vail Race Summary - Jay Getzel - Sales and Service 
Manager @ C.A.M.P. USA

Having been a vendor sponsor, spectator and support crew member at a
number of adventure races in the past, I had only ever caught glimpses of the
sport. Tired and weary athletes rushing into transition areas, changing gear,
force feeding themselves (and each other) and re-hydrating like camels. So,
upon embarking on my first race, I was unsure of what the next 4-6 hours of
my life would hold in store…

What I found was nothing but fun, comradery, beautiful scenery and a little
(perhaps too little – but everything is 20/20 in hindsight) bit of suffering. My
good friend Colin True and I participated in the Adventure Xstream Sprint
Race in Vail on September 8 – a 6 hour race that included mountain biking,
trail running and paddling sections. We finished 5th out of 10 teams in our
category and 11th out of the 40 teams that participated in the sprint race with
a time of 3:40. I was very happy with this result and, in hindsight, probably
could have left a little more out on the course.

What does this tell me? Not that I didn't try my hardest, but with no idea of 
what to expect, I did my best to pace myself appropriately. Maybe the key to 
winning is less about pacing and more about pushing. Either way, I really 
enjoyed my time navigating the Colorado River basin outside State Bridge by
foot, wheel and boat.

Training for this race forced me to step it up from my normal cardio routine. I 
ran 4-5 miles twice per week and was sure to get in one good mountain bike 
ride. In the 3 weeks leading up to the race I did 3 big combo days, riding for 
15-20 miles before quickly transitioning to a run of about 4 miles. These 
combo days felt great and I went into the race with a good deal of confidence.
Despite a few navigational blunders that cost us about 20 minutes and an 
estimated 10 minutes lost on the bike rides and runs where we could 
probably have pushed a little harder, we crossed the line with huge smiles 
and a great sense of accomplishment!!!

The vibe on the course was amazing. Where I expected a hyper competitive
scene, I saw teams helping each other find checkpoints, offering words of
encouragement and generally supporting each other. The folks from Gravity
Play that organize the race were wonderful and I highly recommend this
series to anyone looking to get into adventure racing. This was my first race
and it will certainly not be my last. We are already looking at next year’s
schedule, focusing in on another 6 hours race mid-summer and entertaining
the idea of a 12 hour as well.

Long Live Team Chili Dog!!!

... And long live adventure racing!!!
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Pizem Project Update
I have been at my project for a few days now with a different belayer every
time. I have seen the aspen trees change colors, holds fall off the wall, the
sun shine only to be ousted again by great clouds and looming systems. This
is a great experience. I am going to have to work really hard to get this one
and will be very pleased when I complete the intricate and technical cruxes.
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Team Crested Butte Poised for Overall 
Win in Xtreme Series
One of the C.A.M.P. sponsored Team Salomon/Crested
Butte Adventure Racing team’s goals for 2007, was to be
the overall winner of the Adventure Xtreme Series.
Overall winners (regardless of the sport) must be
consistent, dedicated, hard working, and a little lucky.

With a win on September 8 in Vail, the team virtually 
sealed the deal with its fourth first place finish in five 
races. 

The first race of the season was in Moab, UT where the
team ousted the perennial World Champions from Nike.
Later in May the team once again held strong to win the Buena Vista, CO
race. Our only blemish came in Durango, CO as the team was recovering
from the AR World Championships in Scotland and sent out the “B” team
which took third (a podium finish to be proud of). With the full squad healthy
again, the team collected two more victories, first at Breckenridge, CO and
most recently at Vail, CO.

Such a successful season might lead followers to believe that Team Crested 
Butte is simply functioning at a higher level. But this is not necessarily the 
case.

“Not during a single one of the races did we ever feel like we had won until
we crossed the finish line,” says lead navigator Jari Kirkland, “With adventure
racing in the Rocky Mountains, nearly any team on any given day can show
up and expect to win. That’s the level of competition out here!”

All that remains now is a hard three day, 300 mile expedition length race in 
Moab, UT where the points awarded will be double giving other teams one 
last opportunity to sneak onto the podium. With nearly five years of 
international experience and success in expedition adventure races, it is 
unlikely that the team will finish outside of the top three. 

Team Salomon/Crested Butte certainly could not have had such a successful
season without the gracious support of our sponsors: Salomon, Crested 
Butte Mountain Resort, C.A.M.P. technical adventure equipment, Fuji Bikes, 
Suunto, Leki, Carey & Company Ltd, Pacific Outdoors, Backpackers Pantry, 
Nite Rider, Pacific Outdoor and Go Pro Cameras. 

Cheers,

Team Salomon/Crested Butte

www.teamcrestedbutte.com

Comments (0) | TrackBack (0)


